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existed in the Pan jab was no longer possible where
nature had created a wide and continuous tract, with
scarcely any natural boundaries to dissever one part
from another. Most of the petty princes who had
descended from the north must of necessity disappear,
their tribes become dissolved, and contests arise for the
supreme dominion. This era is perhaps portrayed to us
in the principal subject of the Mahabharata, the contest
between the descendants of Pandu and Kuru. In this
stage of disturbance and complication, power naturally
fell into the hands of those who did not directly possess
any authority; the priestly races and their leaders, who
had hitherto stood rather in the position of followers of
the kings, now rose to a higher rank. It may easily be
supposed that they and their families, already honoured
as the confidential followers of the princes, would fre-
quently be able to strike a decisive stroke to which the
king would owe his success. If we take further into
account the intellectual and moral influence which this
class possessed in virtue of the prerogative conceded to
or usurped by them, and the religious feelings of the
people, it is not difficult to comprehend how, in such a
period of transition, powerful communities should arise
amongst the domestic priests of petty kings, and their
families should attain to the highest importance in
svery department of life, and should grow into a caste,
which, like the ecclesiastical orders of the middle ages
3f Christianity, began to look upon secular authority
is an effluence from the fulness of their power to be
:onferred at their will ; and how, on the other hand,
;he numerous royal families should sink down into a
lobility which possessed, indeed, the sole right to the
singly dignity, but at the same time, when elected
Dy the people, required inauguration in order to their
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